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the Working Committee members in the light of my experience
at the Round Table Conference. But the Government served an
order on him that he should not leave the limits of the Allaha-
bad Municipality without taking permission from the Govern-
ment authorities. He wrote a letter to the Magistrate intimating
his intention to proceed to Bombay to receive me. But he and
Mr. Sherwani have been arrested.

But the arrests do not worry me at all. But it is the Ordinance
that is now in existence in the U.P. which troubles me very
much. It is almost of the same type as the Frontier Ordinance.
There are enough Ordinances to the credit of Lord Irwin. But
there are already thirteen Ordinances to Lord Wilhngdon's cre-
dit. These thirteen Ordinances outdo all Lord Irwm's Ordinances
by their severity.

Now I pass on to Bengal. I might be told in Bengal you
cannot possibly complain about the Ordinance because crime
has been committed there. Some Bengali youths have run amuck
and committed assassination. I have always been shocked by
murderous violence. But I am more pained now that I hear that
even girls have taken to these deeds of terrorism. But, because
a few persons ran amuck, how can the whole Province be emascu-
lated? The effect of it will be to wean away even the sympathi-
zers of the Government as an Ordinance such as prevails there
interferes with the everyday life of the people of that Province. I
have discussed this Ordinance with many public men in England
and there was nothing but condemnation for the same.

This, in brief, is the picture of the situation I find myself
face to face with. There does not appear to be any choice for
me.

But at the same time I have pledged myself to so many British
friends that I would try my level best, in spite of the disappoint-
ment at the Round Table Conference so far as the Congress
demand is concerned, to continue co-operation with the Govern-
ment. But, from what I have seen since I landed, I must confess
to you that I see very little hope for tendering any co-operation
unless I lose all my sense of self-respect.

I would be doing the greatest injustice to myself and to the
nation if I advised co-operation now unless I could see some
light dawn on the horizon which just now seems to be in impene-
trable darkness.

I do not know how you, the members of the Welfare of India
League, view these Ordinances But I assure you that I shall strain
every nerve to see, if I could not tender co-operation on honour-